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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Hello to all the NMCB 14 Members. I would like to say thank you for the opportunity to be your 
new President. 

Many of you know me and have for nearly 40 years. For those who may not, allow me to give you 
a short introduction. I joined the battalion in December 1984 as an EAC, transferring from 
NMCB 22 in Texas. I was promoted to CWO2 a few months later and then promoted to LT (jg), 
LDO in 1987. I left the Battalion in 1998 to serve at the US Southern Command HQ in Miami, FL. 
I was later recalled to active duty to SOUTHCOM and went on to serve at US European Com-
mand HQ and US Africa Command HQ, both in Stuttgart, Germany. I served a total of 45 years’ 
with nearly 18 on active duty, retiring in 2010, but I always think of NMCB 14 as my home. 

A reminder of who we are and what we stand for is found on our website. I quote, 

“The Association is in keeping with the following goals: 

• Camaraderie within the SEABEE community, inclusive of all Navy rates, ranks and designa-
tors 

• Support of the inclusive SEABEE community. 

• Communications with members. 

• Historical restoration and preservation.” 

To these ends, we extend support to those in need through our Assistance Committee. Addition-
ally, we support the education of our members or their families via scholarship grants. We also 
maintain a close association with each other through our annual reunion. 

I would like to pose a question to you. “How can we develop and maintain a closer relationship 
throughout the year; Encouraging more participation in local Island events, sponsor regional 
activities, advertising nearby SEABEE Balls to attend, …?” 

I invite all of you to let me know of any suggestions about how we can improve our association. I 
know that communications are a big issue and will try to keep all of you informed and listen to 
your suggestions. Thanks, again and let’s have a great SEABEE Year. 

Bob Suggs 

Another reunion has come and gone. We had a really good turn out, and I believe everyone had 

a great time. Pete Herrick was our guest speaker this year. He gave a great speech and is truly 

an inspiration to us all. Thanks Pete!!! 

I sincerely hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas, and that 2022 is a great year for you 

and yours. Looking ahead, remember this coming reunion will be held in Savannah. Start plan-

ning now as it will be upon us before you know it. I believe the tentative plan is the late October 

time frame. 

During the last reunion, we gained a new president and a few directors. I’d like to heartily wel-

come our current President: Bob Suggs and our new Directors: Anthony Amesquita, Greg Vo-

gel, and Dave Grass. Please wish them well and support them as they lead this association for-

ward. 

I’d also like to remind everyone that we are offering an NMCB 14 Alumni Association scholar-

ship. The information and instructions to apply our posted on our website. That’s all for now, 

please stay safe and again I wish everyone a happy New Year. 

- Thomas  
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

As the year of 2021 is coming to a close I am sure that we have all felt the im-

pact of the yet undefined Covid 19 virus and the challenges of employment 

and especially the ability to worship and share the joys of life. 

I am truly grateful for the veteran’s and spouses who came to the work day at 

the “Major Leon Davenport Veteran’s Center” and that we could all share in 

the fellowship, the “Chili cookoff” and opportunity to work as a team. 

Thank God for the visits I have been able to make and prayers for the many 

veteran’s and community that are in need of assistance. 

It brings to mind the opportunity for all of us to reflect and give thanks for our 

many blessings and yet also to remind us of the value of human life and as Christians the reason for Christs 

coming into the world which was to guide us into the understanding that we need each other and to share 

in love, knowledge, and that unity is necessary for survival. 

 I would ask that we all unite in spirit and love and comradeship to lift America and to seek God’s Grace 

and Peace in all that we do not only in the present but also in the future. 

 

In God’s Grace Peace, 

Pastor Richard Hoibraten  

U S Navy Seabees Chaplain  

Wishing you all a happy start to 2022! The Board is hard at work plan-

ning the next Reunion so please keep an eye on your email and the web-

site for any changes. We are so glad we got to see everyone in Tampa 

and cannot wait for our next event! 

 

Sincerely, 

Brandi Anderson 

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK 

Front Back 

NMCB 14 Alumni Association Challenge Coins 
 

If you are interested in purchasing an NMCB 14 Alumni Associa-

tion Challenge Coin to help support us, they are available for $10 

plus $1 shipping and handling. 

 

Contact Gregg Harkness (g.harkness @earthlink.net) 

for ordering information! 

mailto:cj_20207947@gmail.com?subject=From%20the%20Newsletter:%20Chaplain's%20Corner
mailto:g.harkness@earthlink.net?subject=Challenge%20Coins
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A new year and again a new chance to start again!! Is that GREAT or what? 

 

Well, maybe not all of us are having such a good start or your having some issue 

that is lagging over from last year. 

 

The NMCB 14 Family is here for you. We have two highly Trained Ombudsmen 

that are here to help Navigate through any issue you may have. If they can't as-

sist directly, maybe they can point you in the right direction. If you just want 

to talk, they can help with that too. 

 

Speaking of help an issue that we all can relate to is Suicide prevention. ALL of 

us know someone who has Needlessly taken his or her life. It is so heartbreaking to the Family, Friends. We 

all need help in our lives in certain points of our lives, there is 

no shame in asking for help. I urge you, I beg, I plead, I Pray, that if you find yourself with thoughts that 

will hurt yourself or others Call 1-800-273-8255 veterans Hotline. 

 

While I am not trained in this manner, I am here if you want to talk. No matter what, I urge you to call a bud-

dy call a friend Talk it out Just don't take your life we need you here!!!   

ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE 

Debbie Croxton, Ombudsman 
14beestrong@gmail.com 
864.643.6373 

Betty Nelson, Ombudsman 
bettybud2000@aol.com  
813.376.3497 

Richard Hoibraten 
NMCB 14 Alumni Association Chaplain 
cj_20207947@gmail.com 
404.683.2834 

Daryl Lichti. Assistance Chair 
352-348-0669  
aryllict2001@yaho0.com. 
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ISLAND X-3 MILITARY BALL 

The Island X-3 7th Annual Military Ball is coming up! 

Mark your calendars for 05 March 2022, square away 

your  formal clothes (Military—Dinner Dress, Civilian—

Black Tie Optional) and join your brother Seabees of 

Island X-3 in Blairsville, Georgia! 

The event will be hosted at The Ridges Resort in Young 

Harris, Georgia and tickets will be on sale at a discount 

until 01 March 2022! 

For more details, contact  

Ed Crenshaw (eeebret@windstream.net) or Bob Ramay 

(bobramay@windstream.net).  

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW WEBSITE? 

If you’ve not seen it yet, do yourself a favor and check it out! 

https://www.nmcb14alumni.com 

mailto:eeebret@windstream.net?subject=Island%20X-3%20Military%20Ball
mailto:bobramay@windstream.net?subject=Island%20X-3%20Military%20Ball
https://www.nmcb14alumni.com
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Seabees of the 14th NCB building a bomb shelter—

Guadalcanal 1942 

Seabees of NMCB 14 offloading materials— 

Camp Shelby 2020 



From Naval History and Heritage Command (http://history.navy.mil) 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF NMCB 14 

http://history.navy.mil
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During the 2003-2004 Iraqi Freedom deployment of 

NMCB 14, seven of its Seabees were killed and 34 wound-

ed. In 2004, a Purple Heart Ceremony was held at NAS 

Jacksonville, Florida where NMCB 14 has its headquar-

ters. It was well-attended by the military community, as 

well as retired and former members of NMCB 14. As a 

result of this gathering, Capt. Bob Brockway organized 

a small group of key retired officers and enlisted person-

nel to form an alumni association with a primary mission 

of aiding the families of those NMCB 14 personnel who 

were killed or wounded during Iraqi Freedom and any 

future conflict casualties. 

On March 12, 2005, a meeting of the organizing committee was held at the Best West-

ern Hotel & Suites in Orange Park, Florida. Those in attendance were Jack Araneo, 

Bob Brockway, Randy Bushey, Ron Helton, Al Kenny, Bill Purkis, Joe 

Schweigart, Bill Tydings, and Mike Wood. Neil Orange, who also was part of the 

organizing committee, was not able to attend. An organization was set up and interim 

appointments were made to the Executive Committee (Board of Directors and Offic-

ers). The initial purpose of the Association was in keeping with the following goals: 

1. Camaraderie within the Seabee community, inclusive of all Navy rates, ranks, and 

designators. 

2. Support of the inclusive Seabee community. 

3. Communications with members. 

4. Historical restoration and preservation. 

Join us online! 
NMCB 14 Alumni Association 

Web Address: 
http://nmcb14.alumni.com 

 
Facebook Page: 

http://facebook.com/groups/146833558670743 
 

Got something to contribute? Contact the editor: 
Pat Allfrey—p.allfrey@gmail.com 
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MEMBERSHIP  

SUMMARY 

WWII Life   03 

Life Members 167 

Annual Members   05 

Subtotal 171 

 

Memorial Members  38 

TOTAL 213 

http://facebook.com/groups/146833558670743
mailto:p.allfrey@gmail.com?subject=NMCB%2014%20Alumni%20Association%20Newsletter

